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Meeting Notice

Thursday, February 14, Don Chilito’s Restaurant
7017 Johnson Drive, Mission, KS, (913) 432-4615
Gather at 11:30 am,  Lunch and Meeting at 12:00 noon.

The ice storm that passed through the Kansas City metro on the last days of January caused
problems for everyone. Even now power has still not been restored to some areas of town. At
our meeting this month we will discuss the events during and after the storm, not just as a status
report, but as an exchange of ideas on how certain challenges were met and overcome. Ben Weiss put
it best on the SBE-KC list server: While Y2K was a dud, this was the real deal.

We will also open the nominations for officers for the coming year. Any SBE member in good standing is eligible to
serve as a chapter officer. Officer terms are one year. The chapter’s continued success and growth depends on your
ideas and input as to its leadership. Please consider someone to nominate or nominate yourself.                            >
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Last Month's Meeting
We met at the studios and office of Entercom for an engi-
neering appreciation luncheon. We were treated to Kan-
sas City barbecued beef brisket, turkey and spareribs,
courtesy of RF Specialties and prepared by John Sims.
John even shared his barbecuing secrets with us.

RF Specialties also provided a door prize grab bag with
items from various manufacturers, including equipment,
gift certificates and logo items. Everyone was a winner.
Following lunch, Mike Cooney, Ken Wolf and Kirk Chest-
nut provided facility tours of the Entercom site.

Thanks to RF Specialties for supplying the food and fun
and thanks to the Entercom team for hosting.

ATSC Reschedules Seminar
The ATSC DTV Standards Seminar will be held in St.
Louis on February 20-21, 2002. To register, go to
www.atsc.org. Information and forms will also be avail-
able at the February meeting.

Ice Storm Affects Kansas City Broadcasters
The topic of our meeting this month is a discussion of
how stations dealt with the cold and ice. Following are
some notes on how some stations were affected.

KCTV-TV5 lost both power feeds to its Fairway studios

for approximately 22 hours. The building does not have a
backup generator, but generators on ENG trucks and the
satellite truck were used to power enough equipment to
keep the station on the air.

KSMO-TV62 experienced power problems at the both the
studio and transmitter sites over a 45-hour period. At the
studio, various phases of the BPU power feed would come
and go, necessitating the use of extension cords to switch
ac supply from phase to phase. KSMO does not have a
generator at its tower site and was off the air for several
hours at one point.

The ice also caused problems with KSMO’s satellite re-
ception. Some dishes could be tweaked to improve the
signal slightly, but as more ice would form and then later
melt, the process had to be repeated. KSMO receives
most of its programming via satellite, and steps were taken
to receive tapes from other Sinclair stations to fill the
missed programming.

Entercom lost power at the Wallace Road tower site. While
the generator started on cue, the transfer switch failed to
complete the circuit, resulting in no tower lights and KCIY
(106.5) going off the air. The studios in Westwood ran on
generator power. KRBZ (96.5) went off the air due to ice
buildup on the STL dish.

A fuel delivery was scheduled for the Wallace Road tower
site, but the usual roadway was blocked by debris, re-
quiring a new route to be found. Later on January 31,
KUDL (98.1) and KCIY began cycling on and off the air
due to the failing generator governor. KUDL, KCFX (101.1)
and KLJC (88.5) were reduced to low power to minimize
the generator load. KCIY switched the Eby Road backup
transmitter site.

Both the KMXV (93.3) and KSRC (102.1) transmitter ex-
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The Location. The Tower. The Technology.
Two Urban Centre Phone 800.827.4349
4890 W. Kennedy Blvd. Fax 813.490.2445
Suite 850 Info@rtowers.com
Tampa, FL 33609

www.richlandtowers.com

EAS Required Monthly Test
February 26

The EAS RMT is sent on the
last Tuesday of the month.

perienced power problems. Transient voltages caused
several circuit breaker trips on the KMXV transmitter. Both
backup generators ran well for the stations, as did the
antenna heaters, allowing both stations to remain at full
power during the entire ordeal.

Information contributed by Ned Soseman (KCTV), Bob
Hardie (KSMO), Kirk Chestnut (Entercom) and Ben Weiss
(KMXV/KSRC).

Get Ready for Spring Cleaning
If you have or your station has some extra equipment
sitting in storage and you would like get rid of it, let SBE59
help. Start putting your list together and we will print a
special section in the March issue listing all the available
equipment. Send your equipment list to the chapter at
sbe59@broadcast.net.

Reports Pending From Strategic Planning Day
On Saturday, January 12, the SBE Board of Directors
hosted a strategic planning session to help identify Soci-
ety objectives for the future. A total of 27 members par-
ticipated, including most of the national Board of Direc-
tors, a number of chapter chairmen and the SBE staff.
The session was led by
Tom Zoss, an indepen-
dent facilitator.

The aim of the strategic
planning session was to
brainstorm ideas for
new services and programs that are important to the indi-
vidual member. In preparation for that, the group spent
time evaluating who we are as an organization, discuss-
ing how member’s needs have changed and in what ways
they have remained the same. Zoss is preparing a report
for the Board about the session and the Strategic Plan-
ning Committee, chaired by SBE Vice President Ray
Benedict, will report recommendations to the National
Board at the April 7 Board Meeting in Las Vegas. These
reports will be posted to the SBE website when they be-
come available.

SBE Leader Skills Seminars Set for 2002
SBE will once again present the Leader Skills Seminars
for Broadcast Engineers with seminar leader Richard
Cupka. The three-day Course One will be held at the
Marten House Hotel and Conference Center in Indianapo-
lis on June 5-7, 2002. The seminar is open to anyone
interested in learning the skills necessary for managing
the broadcast engineer function at a station or similar fa-
cility. The seminar is appropriate for both current and as-
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piring managers. The follow-up Course II seminar will be
held August 7-9, also at the Marten House in Indianapo-
lis. Participants for Course II must have completed Course
I or any of the previously held five-day Leader Skill Semi-
nars. A minimum of ten and maximum of 18 participants
insures a quality program with plenty of individual atten-
tion. Cupka has led the Leader Skills Seminar for Broad-
cast Engineers for more than 30 years. More than 1,000
graduates can be found at stations, networks and cable
facilities across the country.

To register, call the SBE National Office or watch for more
information and a registration form in the December is-
sue of the SBE Signal.

SBE Releases Updated Education Tools
Orders are now being taken for the new 5th edition of the
SBE TV Operator Handbook, by Frederick Baumgartner,
CPBE, and Douglas Garlinger, CPBE CBNT. Also, up-
dated SBE Practice Test computer discs, used to pre-
pare for the SBE Certification Exams are now available.
To order either item, call the SBE National Office at (317)
846-9000 or e-mail Linda Godby at lgodby@sbe.org.

SBE Active in Broadcast Engineering Conference
For the eighth straight year, SBE will partner with NAB to
produce the NAB Broadcast Engineering Conference, held
as a part of the NAB Spring Convention in Las Vegas.

A special workshop will be presented on Saturday by the
Ennes Educational Foundation Trust on broadcast net-
working technology. Attendees may elect to take an op-
tional exam to earn the Certified Broadcast Networking
Technologist certification (CBNT) following the workshop.
A special tutorial by the Broadcast Technology Society of
IEEE will also be presented on Saturday.

Seven members of the ten-member conference planning
committee are SBE members. They include Milford Smith,
who serves as committee chairman, SBE President Troy
Pennington, CPBE, former SBE national officer Tom We-
ber, CPBE CBNT, Andy Laird, CPBE, Jeff Littlejohn, CBRE,
Ted Teffner and Lewis Zager. Representing the Ennes
Workshops is SBE Board member, Jerry Whitaker, CPBE.

For information about registration, go to the NAB web site
at www.nab.org/conventions. SBE Members save $230
off the NAB non-member rate. You can also register for
an exhibits-only admission by using the code “JF08” (the
third character is a zero). To pre-register for the CBNT
exam, contact SBE by sending an e-mail to Linda Godby
at lgodby@sbe.org.                                                        >
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Upcoming Meetings

The regular meetings of SBE
Chapter 59 are the second
Thursday of every month.

February 14
March 14

April 11 - tentative

SBE Chapter 59
c/o BE Radio Magazine  (Scherer)
9800 Metcalf
Overland Park, KS 66212

Chapter 59 E-Mail: sbe59@broadcast.net
Chapter 59 List Server: sbe-kc@broadcast.net

SBE59 Officers
Chairman

Chriss Scherer, CSRE
BE Radio magazine

(913) 967-7201
(913) 967-1905 fax

chriss@broadcast.net

Secretary/Treasurer
Ben Weiss, CPBE

KMXV-FM/KSRC-FM
(816) 931-5506 x546
(816) 531-2550 fax

benw@cbsradiokc.com

Past Chairman
Bob Hardie, CSRTE

KSMO-TV62
(913) 621-6262

(913) 621-4703 fax
bhardie@ksmo.sbgnet.com

Vice-Chairman
Kirk Chestnut, CSRE
Entercom Kansas City

(913) 677-6422
kchestnut@entercom.com

SBE59 Committees
Programs

Darrell Nickolaus
Nickolaus Engineering

(816) 765-3717
(816) 303-1553 fax

nickolaus@compuserve.com

EAS K.C. Operational Area
Bob Schneider

KSMO-TV62
(913) 621-6262

(913) 621-4703 fax
bschneid@ksmo.sbgnet.com

Certification
Joe Snelson, CPBE

KCTV-TV5
(913) 677-7250

jsnelson@kctv.com

Frequency Coordination
Bob Schneider

KSMO-TV62
(913) 621-6262

(913) 621-4703 fax
bschneid@ksmo.sbgnet.com


