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Meeting Notice

Thursday, December 9, Zarda Barbecue; CVP
Gather at 11:30 a.m.; meeting at 12 noon; program at 12:30 p.m.
Zarda Barbecue
11931 W 87th St.
Lenexa, KS
913-492-2330

CVP
12209 West 88th St.
Lenexa, KS
913-888-2383

Complete Video Productions (CVP) Facility Tour. CVP was founded in 1991 to produce videos and the
nationally televised show The American Outdoorsman. From its beginnings as a post-production studio, the facility
now offers full-service production and a design studio. Typical projects include 3D animation, video editing for corporate use, TV ads and promos, interactive media and print design. Dan Stark of Stark Raving Solutions recently wired
a portion of the facility and will be our guide for the tour.
Because there is limited space at CVP, we will meet at Zarda Barbecue at 11:30. When you arrive, order your lunch
and bring it to the banquet room in the back. The meeting will begin at 12 noon. About 12:30 will leave for CVP to
begin the program portion of the meeting.
While lunch will not be sponsored, you can still eat for free. After ordering your lunch, save your receipt. During the
meeting a name will be drawn from the attendance list. The winner will have his lunch paid for by the chapter.
!
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Certification Exam Dates

Exam Date

Location

App. Deadline

Feb 4-14, 2005

Local Chapter

Dec 27, 2004

Apr 19, 2005

NAB

Mar 1, 2005

Jun 3-13, 2005

Local Chapter

Apr 22, 2005

#

Last Month's Meeting
By Ben Weiss
The November meeting was held at Zarda Barbecue in
Lenexa. The committee chairmen gave their reports.
Several future programs are being pursued. Topics include broadcast facility security issues and a KCP&L
power plant tour.
Bob Schneider, chapter frequency coordinator, discussed
the 2GHz situation. Pending final approvals, Nextel will
provide payments to television stations to make the transition in the BAS spectrum. Nextel has also made an
agreement with the SBE to help coordinate the process.
There will be no loss of ENG channels. Additional details
are covered on page 3 of this newsletter. As a side note,
Schneider noted that frequency coordination for the NFL
season is going well.
Kirk Chestnut, EAS coordinator, noted that the state of
Kansas conducted a test of its AMBER Alert system on
Nov. 11 at 1:50 p.m. Previous to the test, Chestnut had
advised TV stations to only log the alert test and not air

the text crawl because the content of the crawl does not
differentiate between a test and an activation.
The Kansas City EAS Web Portal moves closer to reality
because software has been installed at the Kansas City
(MO) Police Dept., KCSP and KCMO-FM. Once the system has been given its final shakedown, it will be offered
to area broadcasters.
The software development group responsible for creating the software behind the KC Web Portal, the Internet
Broadcast Alert System or IBAS Group, recently presented
the program to Reynold Hoover, Director for National
Security (FEMA), Bonnie Gay and the Dept. for Homeland Security at the FCC office. Plans are in the works to
bring Hoover and representatives from DHS, FEMA and
the FCC to Kansas City to showcase the Web Portal.
The program was presented by Chris Crump, director of
sales and marketing for Comrex. Crump discussed wireless technology and how it can be used for remote broadcasts. Lunch was provided by Comrex.
Chairman’s Chat
By Steve Epstein, CPBE CBNT
Are You Flying Blind?
Recently, I was called in to assist in the repair of a fullpower UHF transmitter. this particular rig was one of only
eight units produced and had been through a lot in the
15 years since it was new, including nearly continuous
overheating, years of neglect and several recent arcs.
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Audio Test & Measurement Systems
Kansas & Oklahoma representative:
Ron Fisher & Associates, Inc.
9802 East 37th Place, Tulsa, OK 74146
Tel: (918) 665-8899 Fax: (425) 930-9128
E-mail: rfai@swbell.net
5750 SW Arctic Drive
Beaverton, OR 97005
US Toll Free: 1-800-231-7350
(503) 627-0832 Fax: (503) 641-8906
Web site: www.audioprecision.com

Christine Chinchilla
Broadcast Sales Specialist

40W267 Keslinger Road
P.O. Box 393
LaFox, IL 60147-0393
Toll Free: (800) 882-3872
Phone: (630) 208-2401
Fax: (630) 208-2450
E-Mail: chrisc@rell.com

broadcast.rell.com

Rick Jennings
Power Systems Manager
4800 Deramus, Kansas City, MO 64120-1186 • 816-245-5400 • Fax 816-245-5435
www.cometind.com • rjennings@cometind.com

Stand-by, Special Application & Prime Power Systems
Mobile, RV, Marine & Portable Generators
24 Hour Generator Service & Maintenance

STEVEN R. METZGER
Broadcast and A/V Sales Engineer

The final blow was a water leak that flooded the highvoltage section. Prior to my arrival, those responsible
had subjected the visual klystron to sufficient stress to
crack the tube.
Looking around, portions of the problem were obvious.
Not only were the maintenance records extremely sparse,
but over the nine days it took to return this transmitter to
air, we discovered that most of the meters did not work.
How anyone can run a 60kW transmitter without meters
is beyond me, but that was the case. Apparently, this had
been done for years. Digging through the paperwork I
found a 10-year-old sheet of meter readings that showed
three of the 16 meters to be non-functional. Playing with
high voltage comes with the territory, but playing with it
while blindfolded is simply stupid.
We have all run across the meter or gauge that, after
having shown the same reading for many years, has become inoperable with the indicator stuck in the on position. Meters, indicator lights and status reports are put
there to provide troubleshooting information. Sure, it
takes time and money to keep these indicators functioning, but the alternative (losing something and not knowing what) can consume far more time and money. In the
process of getting that transmitter back on the air, we
had numerous instances of emergency parts delivery,
both same day and overnight. Each of these added to
the overall cost of the repair.
Not only did the previous engineering managers fail to do
their jobs as they pertained to equipment maintenance,
they also failed to convey the situation to management.
Management also is to blame in that it was warned but
failed to take action quickly enough. I believe it is up to us
as engineers to make those warnings heard. All of us have
had to make do with a less than ideal repair due to budgets. For many, finding a way to do it for less is part of the
challenge—especially at 3 a.m. when everything is closed.
Many of those repairs need to be redone properly as soon
as possible for two reasons: first they will likely come back
and bite us later, and second we are reducing the value of
the station’s assets by doing a sub-standard repair.

1222 Fisk Ave. - Moberly, MO 65270

ELECTRONIC
VIDEO SYSTEMS
• BROADCAST
• INDUSTRIAL
• CCTV
• AUDIO VISUAL

Phone: Toll Free 877-263-1226
Fax: 660-263-6511
e-mail: srmEVS@missvalley.com
CORPORATE OFFICE
1-800-299-4387
www.evsinc.com
e-mail: evs@evsinc.com

Money is tight and the economy is weak, but in the end the
station’s signal and audience is what determines its value.
Management knows and understands that. It is up to us as
engineers to convey the detrimental long- and short-term
effects of sub-standard maintenance to management. If
they really want to hold their facility together with duct tape
and baling wire, it is time to find another job. However, if
their intent is preserve the value of their assets, it is our job
to find to most cost-effective way to do that.
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SBE to Assist Nextel with BAS Transition
The Society of Broadcast Engineers will assist Nextel in
the anticipated nationwide BAS transition. Nextel has yet
to announce an agreement to the FCC’s proposal for the
transition but it is anticipated that an agreement will be
forthcoming. A few markets have already requested meetings with Nextel representatives to discuss the transition.
If the proposal is approved, Nextel will move into parts of
the 2GHz band after paying the costs to relocate TV station equipment that currently operates in that band.

www.belden.com

Belden Electronics Division
10308 Metcalf Ave. #185
Overland Park, KS 66212

Heather Nichols
Sales Representative

The SBE will assist the transition by helping to organize
local market transition committees and meetings between
local broadcasters and Nextel. The SBE will also consult
with Nextel on suggested market groupings for the transition and will also assist with industry-wide communications with television stations to keep them abreast of the
transition process and schedule. The transition is expected
to take at least two years from the as yet unknown effective date of the FCC Report and Order.

JIM SHAW
SALES ENGINEER
12012 W. 100 TERRACE
L ENEXA , KANSAS 66215
PHONE 913-492-2877 • FAX 913-492-2877
www.burstvideo.com
jshaw@everestkc.net

Local SBE and affiliate frequency coordinators will be
asked to be key contact points and local SBE chapter
chairmen will also be asked for their support to ensure a
smooth transition. SBE Frequency Coordination Director
David Otey, CSTE, who has worked on the SBE’s behalf
on a part-time basis for the last two and a half years will
now work for the SBE fulltime and take on the added title
of BAS Transition Project Manager. Questions about the
transition can be directed to SBE59 Frequency Coordinator Bob Schneider (bschneid@ksmo.sbgnet.com, 913621-6262) or David Otey (dotey@sbe.org, 303-713-0924).
2004-05 Board Inducted At National Meeting
President Raymond Benedict, CPBE and the 2004-05
Board of Directors began their terms on Oct. 27, after
being inducted during the Annual Membership Meeting in
Marlborough, MA. Benedict, along with Vice President
Chriss Scherer, CSRE CBNT, Secretary Ralph Hogan,
CPBE CBNT and Treasurer R.J. Russell, CSTE CBNT
began one-year terms. Six newly elected members of the
Board began two-year terms including James Bernier, Jr.,
CPBE CBNT, Clay Freinwald, CPBE, Keith Kintner, CPBE,
CBNT, Vinny Lopez, CEV, CBNT, Barry Thomas, CPBE
CBNT and Larry Wilkins, CPBE CBNT.
Beginning the second year of two-year Board terms are
Andrea Cummis, CBT CTO, Dane Ericksen, P.E., CSRTE,
Next EAS Required Monthly Test: December 28
The RMT is sent on the last Tuesday of the month

Telephone: 913 383 8202
Facsimilie: 913 383 2444
heather.nichols@belden.com

Northland Electrical Services LLC
Serving Kansas City
and the Surrounding Area

[

Tom Presley
6103 N.W. Klamm
Kansas City, MO 64151

New Generator & ATS Installations
Panel Breakers, ATS & Genset Replacement
After-Hours Scheduling for Broadcast Work
www.NorthlandElectrical.com

816-510-3437 cell

http://www.broadcast.net/~sbe59
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Tpresley@kc.rr.com

816-746-6718 office

816-746-3803 fax
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David Hultsman, CSRE, Mark Olkowski, CPBE, Thomas
Ray, CPBE and Henry Ruhwiedel, CPBE. Completing the
Board is Immediate Past President Troy Pennington,
CSRE CBNT.
SBE 2004 Awards Nominations Open
Every year, the SBE holds it annual awards program to
recognize the outstanding efforts of SBE chapters and
members. SBE members and chapters are eligible to be
nominated. Some awards are based on chapter statistics
such as attendance and percentage of certified members.
Other categories require a nomination. The 2004 nomination form is available on the SBE website and can be
downloaded through the SBE website.
The categories for chapter awards are Best Regional
Convention or Conference, Best Chapter Newsletter, Most
Interactive Chapter, Best Chapter Frequency Coordination Effort, and Best Chapter Website. The individual
awards are Broadcast Engineer of the Year; Educator of
the Year; Technology Award; Best Technical Article, Book
or Program by An SBE Member; and Best Article, Paper
or Program by a Student Member.
Nominations are due in the SBE National Office by May
31, 2005.

PROFESSIONAL VIDEO SUPPLY INC
Ned Soseman
Sales Engineer
(913) 492-1787
9201 Cody
FAX (913) 859-0787
Overland Park, KS 66214 E-mail: neds@pvskc.com
Cell: (913) 558-4870

®
OF MISSOURI

Christopher L. Kreger
Vice President & Secretary
22406 NE 159th Street
Kearney, MO 64060

‘RF IS GOOD FOR YOU!’
Part Of The C.L. Kreger Companies, Inc.

FAX# (816) 628-4508
1-(800) 467-RFRF
rfmo@uniteone.net
www.rfspec.com

The SBE National Awards Committee will review the nominations and choose the winners, who will be announced
in June 2005. The awards are presented at the SBE National Meeting, which will be held in conjunction with the
Broadcast Engineering Expo in Dallas in October.
Chapter Newsletter Help Needed
By Chriss Scherer
Following my election to vice president of the SBE, I have
taken stock of my available time. One duty that I perform
for the chapter is to serve as the newsletter editor. While
I enjoy doing this, I would like to shift the time I spend on
the newsletter to work on national items. If you would like
to help prepare the monthly newsletter or even take over
the duties entirely, please contact me.
WLFK-LP Admonished for Broadcasting Ads
LPFM stations are prohibited from broadcasting advertisements, but that didn’t stop WLFK. In a Memorandum
Opinion and Order, the FCC “admonished” the Technology Information Foundation, licensee of low-power noncommercial educational FM Station WLFK-LP, Eau
Claire, WI, for broadcasting advertisements. This was a
slap on the hand without a fine, but the message should
be clear to other LPFM stations that the FCC is watching LPFM stations.
DRM Steering Board Proposes to Extend DRM System
The Steering Board of the Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM)
consortium wants to change the DRM Consortium Agreement to allow the extension of the DRM system to the
frequency bands up to 120MHz. Currently, the DRM system covers the broadcasting bands below 30MHz. To do
this, the Steering Board must bring a proposal to the DRM
General Assembly. The Steering Board decision was made
at its quarterly meeting, held in Dallas on Nov. 11. The
proposal will be on the agenda at the next DRM General
Assembly meeting, scheduled for March 2005.
DRM is a digital transmission system originally designed
for use on shortwave frequencies. It was developed as
an open standard. Some proponents in the United States
have suggested that the DRM system is superior to the
Ibiquity system and should therefore be adopted as the
U.S. standard.
FCC Approves First Software-defined Radio
The FCC for the first time has approved the use of a software-defined radio device in the United States. This new
class of equipment allows users to share limited airspace,
increases flexibility and reduces interference concerns.
“This is the first step in what may prove to be a radio
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technology revolution,” said FCC Chairman Michael
Powell. “The industry’s pioneering work to find more creative and efficient use of our airwaves will continue to bring
benefits to consumers.”
The Laboratory Division of the Commission’s Office of
Engineering and Technology issued a Grant of Certification to Vanu, a software development company, for a cellular base station transmitter.
Software-defined radios can change the frequency range,
modulation type or output power of a radio device without
making changes to hardware components. This programmable capacity permits radios to be highly adaptable to
changing needs, protocols and environments.
Vanu has demonstrated that its device complies with the
Commission’s rules, and has shown that its software has
sufficient controls so that the device cannot be modified
to operate outside its Commission-approved parameters.
The Commission currently has a rulemaking pending that
will further streamline the software defined radio requirements, and it is working with each applicant on a case-bycase basis to facilitate compliance with the current rules.
CEA Pushes for Digital Tuner Requirement
The Consumer Electronics Association (CEA) and the
Consumer Electronics Retailers Coalition (CERC) have
urged the FCC to accelerate the timetable for the digital
television tuner mandate. Referencing the unintended
consequences of the 50 percent requirement, the CEA
and CERC requested that the 100 percent deadline for
DTV tuners in television screen sizes 25” to 36” to be
accelerated to March 1, 2006.

huge concessions such as multichannel digital must-carry
are included.
To unify a voice of opposition to the Congressional plan,
the NAB, ABC and CBS affiliate groups, minority owners,
rural representatives and some broadcast unions have
formed the Coalition for a Smart Digital TV Transition.
The FCC is pushing a plan that would allow digital broadcast signals to be converted to analog by cable systems
in order to allow analog viewers to receive continuous
broadcast service and allow a turn-off of all analog broadcasting by 2009.
!

The Location. The Tower. The Technology.
Amy Greene
Regional Sales Manager
Two Urban Centre
Phone 813.490.2429
4890 W. Kennedy Blvd.
Fax 813.286.4130
Suite 920
agreene@rtowers.com
Tampa, FL 33609
www.richlandtowers.com

The current DTV tuner mandate timetable calls for 50
percent of the TV receivers in the 25” to 36” screen size
range to have a digital tuner by July 1, 2005. The organizations are petitioning to exchange the 50 percent requirement for advancing the 100 percent requirement in this
size category up from July 1, 2006 to March 1, 2006.

Kurt Caruthers
Director of Sales
Central Region

The two trade groups argue the modification would expedite planning and implementation of 100 percent incorporation of DTV tuners, in providing for a clear date for universal reliance on the DTV technology and components.
Broadcasters Lobby Against Firm DTV Deadline
The debate in Congress over a hard deadline for the end
of the DTV transition is expected to be fierce in the coming months. Several Congressmen want the analog broadcaster spectrum returned for alternative uses, while the
NAB and broadcasters oppose such a deadline unless

Sundance Digital, Inc.
4500 Fuller Drive, Suite 205
Irving, TX 75038
www.SundaceDigital.com
kcaruthers@sundig.com

(913) 307-0333
(972) 444-8450 fax

BROADCAST AUTOMATION SOLUTIONS

http://www.broadcast.net/~sbe59

page 6

The

SBE59 Officers
Chairman .............................. Steve Epstein, CPBE CBNT .... BroadcastBuyersGuide.com ...... (816) 582-4604 . steve@BroadcastBuyersGuide.com
Vice Chairman ..................... Dave Buell, CEV ...................... Central Missouri State University(660) 441-7421 .................. dbuell@cmsu1.cmsu.edu
Secretary/Treasurer ............. Ben Weiss, CPBE .................... KMXV-FM/KSRC-FM ................. (816) 931-5506 x546 ............... benw@infinitykc.com
Past Chairman ..................... Kirk Chestnut, CSRE ............... Entercom Kansas City ............... (913) 677-6462 ................ kchestnut@entercom.com

SBE59 Committees
Programs (video/TV) ........... Matt Kinnan, CEV CBNT .......... Take 2 Productions .................... (816) 471-6554 ......................... mkinnan@taketwo.tv
Programs (audio/radio) ....... Michael Rogers ........................ Rogers Broadcast Service ......... (913) 486-6122 .................... mrogers@everestkc.net
EAS K.C. Operational Area .. Kirk Chestnut, CSRE ............... Entercom Kansas City ............... (913) 677-6462 ................ kchestnut@entercom.com
Certification, Newsletter ..... Chriss Scherer, CSRE CBNT ... Radio magazine ......................... (913) 967-7201 ....................... chriss@broadcast.net
Frequency Coordination ..... Bob Schneider ......................... KSMO-TV62 .............................. (913) 621-6262 ............ bschneid@ksmo.sbgnet.com
Website ................................ Steve Epstein, CPBE CBNT .... BroadcastBuyersGuide.com ...... (816) 582-4604 . steve@BroadcastBuyersGuide.com
Chapter 59 e-mail: sbe59@broadcast.net
Chapter 59 list server: sbe-kc@yahoogroups.com

Upcoming Meetings and Events
December 9 - Facility Tour
CVP, Lenexa

Prepare to be Certified
The SBE introduced newly designed certification sampletest software at NAB2004. The new software runs on Windows and replaces the previous DOS-based software.

January 13 - KCPL
Facility Tour

Upcoming meeting dates
Mark you calendar now

February 10
March 10
April 14
May 12
June 9
Do you have a suggestion for a program topic?
Please share it with Matt Kinnan or Mike Rogers.

SBE Chapter 59

c/o Radio magazine (Scherer)
9800 Metcalf
Overland Park, KS 66212

Sample tests are available for all levels of Certification
except the Operator levels, which have their own study
material. The software can be purchased through the
National Office. Order your copy today and prepare to
be Certified.

