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Last Month's Meeting
By Ben Weiss, CPBE
The November meeting of Chapter 59 of the Society of
Broadcast Engineers was held Nov. 10 at Jack Stack
Barbecue in Kansas City, MO. There were 19 in atten-
dance. Matt Kinnan, chapter chairman, presided over the
business meeting.

Matt opened the business meeting at 12:25 p.m. Ben read
the minutes of the October meeting. Chriss Scherer made
the motion to accept the minutes as read and Mike Rogers
the second; passed. Ben reported on thechapter check-
ing account balance.

Regarding EAS, Kirk Chestnut, Kansas City EAS chair-
man, reported that The FCC has announced a second
Notice of Proposed Rule Making on EAS. This volumi-
nous set of documents (almost 100 pages) spells out the
particulars of including wireless services and satellite ser-
vices into the EAS communications structure.

On the local front, Kirk remarked that LP-1 610 AM might
have been able to eliminate the secondary RMT (Required
Monthly Test) due to the monitoring of WIBW for receiv-
ing Kansas Amber Alerts. The Harris Service Dept. sug-
gested that 610 AM should set its RMT filter to listen for
just the Jackson Coounty Missouri FIPS code. This ar-
rangement should eliminate the carriage and relay of the
two RMTs. If the State of Missouri decides to generate
RMTs, we may need to consider a revised test schedule.

Chriss mentioned that certification exams would be given
locally in February. The deadline for signing up for them
is December 30.

Chris Castro is taking over the publication of the chapter
newsletter. He told us that letters to the sponsors would
go out soon asking for their continued support in 2006.

The motion to adjourn was by Kirk Chestnut and the sec-
ond by Jerry Agresti.

Our program featured Mike Troje of Continental Electron-
ics, who discussed various methods of implementing HD
Radio, with a focus on Contintnental’s low-level combin-
ing system with a tube final.

Lunch was provided by Continental Electronics.

Chairman’s Chat
Changing Captioning Rules
By Matt Kinnan, CEV CBNT
The rules for closed captioning as you know them are
changing soon. As of Jan. 1, 2006 all non-exempt pro-
gramming must have closed captioning. This might not
seem like a big deal to some, but to broadcasters, it could
mean steep fines if you are non-compliant.

We have all seen the CC icon on the television screen at
the beginning of a program, along with various other sym-
bols. However, this symbol is an important one to some-
one with a hearing impairment. Captioning can be helpful
in public places, where there is just too much noise to
hear the program. Captioning has also been beneficial to
those who use it as a learning tool. No matter how it’s
used, it does have importance.

As of Jan. 1, 2006, all new programming must be captioned.
Spanish captioning requirements will increase to 1,350 hours

        Certification Exam Dates        

Exam Date Location App. Deadline

Feb 10 - 20, 2006 Local Chapter Dec 30, 2005

Apr 25, 2006 NAB Las Vegas Mar 3, 2006

Jun 2 - 12, 2006 Local Chapter Apr 21, 2006

Chapter 59

Meeting Notice
Thursday, December 8, Zarda Barbecue
11931 W. 87th Street; Lenexa, KS; 913-492-2330
Gather at 11:30 a.m., meeting and lunch at noon
Closed Caption Fundamentals for Offline and Live. Ken Ostmo, Midwest regional sales man-
ager, and Bob Henson, national sales manager, of Link Electronics will discuss the critical signal
path of closed caption information in online and offline modes. In the case of online captioning, the
encoder output is sent to the transmitter for broadcast. In the case of offline captioning, the en-
coder output is the source for the closed-caption master videotape that may eventually be broadcast.
The specific considerations of each situation will be discussed, and ideas will be presented to maintain
closed captioning with video processing. A closed caption booklet will be available as a handout.

Lunch will be provided by Link Electronics.  
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of new programming per channel on Jan. 1, 2007, and by
2010 all Spanish programming must be captioned.

As with any rule there are always exceptions. Some are
simple, while others are a little more complicated. So a
visit to the FCC website might be a good idea. Here are a
few exceptions to help you get an idea of the changes:

Programming airing between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. are ex-
empt; commercials under five minutes in length, and
promos shorter than 10 minutes are also exempt, as long
as they are not federally funded. Locally produced non-
news programming like a high school football game is
also clear to not be captioned. Here is a good link with
more details:
http://ftp.fcc.gov/cgb/consumerfacts/closedcaption.html

If you still want to learn more about captioning and how to
do it, please join us this month as we meet with Link Elec-
tronics. Kenneth Ostmo will be our presenter, and will give
us some more insight on how to get your programming
closed captioned.

Annual Membership Directory Mailed To Members
The annual SBE Membership Guide and Buyers’ Guide
has been mailed to all SBE members. Members should
have received their copies by now. The 2005-2006 edi-
tion includes contact information for more than 5,000 in-
dividual members. Listings are arranged alphabetically and
by state and chapter.

A Buyers’ Guide is a special section devoted to more than
130 SBE Sustaining Members, which are also listed al-
phabetically. Sustaining Members can also be located
using the classified yellow section that lists members’
services and products in more than 140 categories. There
is a listing of contract and consulting engineers organized
by state.

The SBE Membership Directory also includes helpful and
historical information about the SBE including a list of all
chapters and their websites, the national Board of Direc-
tors and staff, lists of Charter, Fellow, Honorary and Life
members and all past winners of the national SBE awards.
The SBE By-laws and Canons of Ethics and a directory of
SBE programs and services are also included.

Members received their directories with an enclosed yel-
low page that includes each member’s login and pass-
word for the new SBE website. Website passwords were
randomly assigned. If you would like to change your pass-
word, contact Scott Jones at the National Office (917-846-
9000 or kjones@sbe.org).
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JIM SHAW

SALES ENGINEER

12012 W. 100 TERRACE

LENEXA, KANSAS 66215
PHONE 913-492-2877 • FAX 913-492-2877

www.burstvideo.com
jshaw@everestkc.net
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Northland Electrical Services LLC
Serving Kansas City Tom Presley

and the Surrounding Area 6103 N.W. Klamm
Kansas City, MO  64151

New Generator & ATS Installations
Panel Breakers, ATS & Genset Replacement
After-Hours Scheduling for Broadcast Work

www.NorthlandElectrical.com Tpresley@kc.rr.com

816-510-3437 cell 816-746-6718 office 816-746-3803 fax

[ ]

Duane Selby
Sales Representative

Belden CDT Inc.
Electronics Division
2844 SW Carlton Drive
Lees Summit, MO 64082
www.belden.com

Telephone: 816-525-2323
Facsimilie: 816-525-2241
Cell: 816-665-2445
duane.selby@belden.com

Michael Troje
Sales Manager

4212Buckner Blvd. Phone: 214-275-2319
Dallas, TX 75227 Fax: 214-381-3250
mtroje@contelec.com Cell: 651-295-7121

Robert C. Leedham
Robert C. Leedham passed away Nov. 9, 2005, at Trinity
Lutheran Manor. He was 81. A resident of Merriam, KS,
the private service was held at his home on Nov. 15. Me-
morials may be made to the American Diabetes Associa-
tion Memorial and Honor Program, PO Box 1132 Fairfax,
VA 22038-1132. Leedham was a veteran of WWII. He
was the chief engineer for radio stations KPRS and KPRT
for more than 20 years.

Leedham was initially admitted to the hospital in October
with blood pressure issues. While there he suffered a
stroke. He was in a nursing facility when he went into dia-
betic shock the evening of Nov. 8 and then suffered a
cardiac arrest on Nov. 9.

SBE Will Work With Excelsior College
At its October 19 meeting, the SBE Board of Directors
voted to begin a working relationship with Excelsior Col-
lege of Albany, NY. Excelsior College offers degrees in a
number disciplines including business technology and
grants college credit for completion of qualified certifica-
tions and training courses. Students are able to package
these credits with other college credits they have accu-
mulated to earn a degree through Excelsior or another
institution.

Excelsior assessment staff will review the SBE’s certifi-
cation exams and educational offerings to determine if
they would be eligible for college credits. SBE members
who may have accumulated some college credits in the
past may be able to convert SBE certification into addi-
tional credits and earn a degree. More information about
this new program will be available in the December issue
of the SBE Signal.

Newest SBE Chapter: Ithaca, NY
The charter application for Chapter 140 of Ithaca, NY, was
approved by the Board of Directors on Oct. 19. The chap-
ter is based at Ithaca College and its members consist of
employees at the college’s broadcast stations. Ithaca is
in the Finger Lakes Region of New York State. The new
chapter chairman is SBE Charter member David Allen.

Central New York Chapter 22 to Host 2006 National
Meeting
The 2006 National Meeting of the Society of Broadcast
Engineers will be hosted by Chapter 22 of Central New
York during the 34th Annual Broadcast Technology Expo
in Verona, NY, on Sept. 26 and 27. The events of the Na-
tional Meeting and Broadcast Technology Expo will be at
the Turning Stone Casino Resort, located 30 miles east
of Syracuse, NY.
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PROFESSIONAL VIDEO SUPPLY INC

Brad Bartholemew
President

(913) 492-1787
9201 Cody FAX (913) 859-0787
Overland Park, KS 66214 E-mail: bradb@pvskc.com

‘RF IS GOOD FOR YOU!’

Part Of The C.L. Kreger Companies, Inc.

OF MISSOURI

Christopher L. Kreger
Vice President & Secretary

22406 NE 159th Street
Kearney, MO 64060

fax (816) 628-4508
(800) 467-RFRF

rfmo@uniteone.net
www.rfspec.com

®

Next EAS Required Monthly Test: December 27
The RMT is sent on the last Tuesday of the month

The SBE Board of Directors accepted the invitation of
Chapter 22 after considering invitations from several chap-
ters. This will be the third time that the SBE has held its
National Meeting in conjunction with Chapter 22’s regional
convention since establishing the National Meeting con-
cept in 1997. Past SBE National Meetings have been held
with the Chapter 22 regional convention in 1997 and 2001.

Bush Nominates Tate to FCC; Abernathy to Resign
President Bush has nominated Tennessee regulator
Deborah Taylor Tate to fill the vacant Republican Com-
missioner seat at the FCC.

Tate is currently serving a six-year term as a director of
the Tennessee Regulatory Authority (TRA). She served a
one-year term as chairman of the TRA from 2003 to 2004.
Previously, Tate served as director of the State and Local
Policy Center at Vanderbilt University.

Prior to her association at Vanderbilt, Tate served as an
assistant to Tennessee Governor Don Sundquist and was
a member of his senior staff. She was his designee to the
Juvenile Justice Commission, the Tenncare Partners Ad-
visory Committee and the Title 33 - Mental Health Revi-
sion Commission.

Her experience with regulatory affairs includes work on
the FCC Federal-State Joint Conference On Advanced
Telecommunications Services, and being a member of
the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commis-
sioners (NARUC) Gas Committee and Consumer Affairs
Committee.

Tate’s appointment must be confirmed by the U.S. Sen-
ate. She would fill the seat vacated by former FCC Chair-
man Michael Powell who stepped down in March.

Bush also plans to reappoint Democrat Michael Copps to
another term. Copps is a former aide to now-retired Sen.
Ernest Hollings. Copps has been a Democrat FCC com-
missioner since May 2001. His term expired in June, but
without being renominated and confirmed he can only stay
until Congress adjourns next year.

Separately, on Nov. 16, FCC Commissioner Kathleen
Abernathy sent a letter of resignation to President Bush.
Her last day at the Commission will be Dec. 9, 2005. In a
statement, Abernathy reflected on her 4.5 years at the FCC
and touched on the actions that FCC had taken in tele-
communications, describing the work as being competi-
tion-driven instead of being based solely on regulation.

She noted that regulation was applied to “those compara-
tively few situations in which marketplace competition and
informed consumer choice do not increase consumer
welfare.” She noted that emergency communications re-
liability and children’s multichannel TV viewing choices
are two of these situations.

President Bush has not yet hinted at any possible candi-
dates for Abernathy’s seat.

Clear Channel to Mark 200 HD Radio Stations
Clear Channel Radio expects that 200 of its radio stations
will provide HD Radio broadcasts by the end of November
2005. The stations span the country and cover 65 markets.

While Clear Channel’s specific plans for market roll-outs
are not openly discussed, these first 200 stations were
targeted to be in the top 100 markets. When asked about
the next wave of station rollouts, Jeff Littlejohn, executive
VP of distribution deployment, said, “We intend to keep
converting stations at this pace until we are able to get
1,000 converted.”
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The Location. The Tower. The Technology.
Paul G. Raymond

National Sales
 Two Urban Centre Phone 765-215-7320
4890 W. Kennedy Blvd., Ste 920 Fax 813-286-4130
Tampa, FL 33609 Cell 765-215-7320
www.RichlandTowers.com PRaymond@RichlandTowers.com

Kurt Caruthers
Director of Sales, Central Region

kcaruthers@sundig.com
913.307.0333
545 E. John Carpenter Frwy, Ste 200
Irving, TX 75062

BROADCAST AUTOMATION SOLUTIONS www.sundancedigital.com

Clear Channel does not have a firm timeline on reaching
that 1,000 mark, but Littlejohn added that the company
wants to get there as soon as possible.

Many broadcasters have noted that the scarcity of HD
Radio receivers is impeding the HD Radio rollout. To build
consumer awareness of HD Radio, the Clear Channel
stations are mentioning HD Radio in promos every hour
on stations that have converted. Clear Channel is also
working with retailers, manufacturers and auto OEMs to
improve the supply issue.

SBE Dues to Increase July 1
At the recommendation of the Finance Committee, the
SBE Board of Directors approved a dues increase to take
effect next summer. Membership dues for Regular, Se-
nior and Associate members will be $63, which reflects a
$3 increase. Student member dues will increase by $2 to
be $20. The normal membership cycle runs through April,
so dues renewals at the time will remain at the current
rate. The increases will take effect after July 1, 2006.

Wanted: Your News and Information
The SBE59 newsletter, The Communicator, is published
every month as a service to the members, sponsors and
guests of SBE Chapter 59. Information is always wel-
comed from Kansas City stations. Send the information
to a chapter officer or sbe59@broadcast.net.

That’s All Folks
By Chriss Scherer
This is the last issue of The Communicator that I will as-
semble and edit. I took over the SBE59 newsletter a short
time after I moved to Kansas City in 1997. Previously, I
lived in Cleveland, and I was the newsletter editor for
SBE70 from 1992 to 1997. I can’t believe that I have been
creating a monthly newsletter for 13 years. That’s about
150 issues between the two chapters. In all, I have mailed
more than 160,000 newsletters in that time.

While the monthly task is something I did by choice, it is a
commitment that I need to surrender so that I can focus
my attention on SBE national matters as your SBE presi-
dent. I think that I have had a good track record of beating
every deadline, and that every issue has mailed far enough
in advance of every meeting to help you make your plans
to attend. There have been a few late nights of folding
and labeling to get it done, but those times were rare. On
a few occasions, I have taken the newsletter on the road
with me to fold and label. Sitting in an airport or on an
airplane while assembling them draws some odd looks,
but it’s not too bad. This explains why some newsletters
have postmarks from far-away places.

Thanks to the chapter officers I have worked with to as-
semble the past issues. Your adherence to my publishing
schedule is appreciated.

Chris Castro has agreed to take on the responsibility start-
ing next month. I’m sure that he’ll do well. Be sure to help
him by providing information on your station and your ac-
complishments. Any input is always welcomed.

I’ll see you at the chapter meetings, but I won’t have the
paper cuts and calluses.                                               
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SBE Chapter 59
c/o Radio magazine (Scherer)
9800 Metcalf
Overland Park, KS 66212

Upcoming Meetings and Events

December 8
Closed Captioning Fundamentals

Zarda Barbecue

Upcoming meeting dates
Mark your calendar now

January 12
February 9
March 9
April 13
May 11
June 8

SBE59 Officers

SBE59 Committees

Chairman ..............................Matt Kinnan, CEV CBNT .......... Taketwo Productions ................. (816) 471-6554 ......................... mkinnan@taketwo.tv
Vice Chairman ..................... Ken Cox, CBT CBNT ............... Susquehanna Kansas City ........ (913) 514-3000 .............................. kcox@susqkc.net
Secretary/Treasurer .............Ben Weiss, CPBE .................... KMXV-FM/KSRC-FM ................. (816) 931-5506 x546 ............... benw@infinitykc.com
Past Chairman ..................... Steve Epstein, CPBE CBNT .... BroadcastBuyersGuide.com ...... (816) 582-4604 . steve@BroadcastBuyersGuide.com

Programs .............................Michael Rogers ........................ Rogers Broadcast Service ......... (913) 486-6122 .................... mrogers@everestkc.net
EAS K.C. Operational Area ..Kirk Chestnut, CSRE ............... Entercom Kansas City ............... (913) 677-6462 ................ kchestnut@entercom.com
Certification, Newsletter .....Chriss Scherer, CSRE CBNT ... Radio magazine ......................... (913) 967-7201 ............................. cscherer@sbe.org
Frequency Coordination .....Bob Schneider ............................................................................. (913) 634-3071 ..................... bschneider@kcnet.com
Website ................................Chris Castro, CBT .................... KSHB-TV ................................... (816) 932-4304 ............................. castro@kshb.com

Chapter 59 e-mail: sbe59@broadcast.net                               Chapter 59 list server: sbe-kc@yahoogroups.com

Do  you have a suggestion for a program topic?
Please share it with Mike Rogers.

Synchronized Certification
The SBE National Certification Committee adopted an
item of interest to individuals who hold multiple Certifi-
cations. In most cases, the different Certifications were
awarded at different times, which results in the Certified
individual having to recertify various items at various
times. In many cases, the same point credits are claimed
for the various Certifications.

To reduce the burden of tracking various periods con-
currently, a method has been devised to allow various
levels of Certification to be synchronized in their renewal
cycle. Doing this is at the option of the Certification holder.
It is not mandatory. Contact the SBE National Office for
details on synchronizing your Certifications.


