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Last Month's Meeting
By Ben Weiss, CPBE
The May meeting of SBE59 was held May 10, 2007 at
Zarda Barbecue in Lenexa. There were 15 in attendance.
Chriss Scherer, national SBE president, called the busi-
ness meeting to order.

Following the election of chapter officers at
the March meeting and the re-election of
both the current chairman Matt Kinnan and
vice chairman Ken Cox, Matt announced
that he would not be able to accept another
term. Others spoke on Ken’s behalf to note
that he is likely in the same situation. Nei-
ther were able to attend the May meeting.
At the April meeting Chriss Scherer, who, in
the absence of Matt Kinnan, led the busi-
ness meeting, nominated Robin Cross for
chairman, Dave Buell for vice chairman, and
Ben Weiss for secretary/treasurer, to be
voted upon at the May meeting.

Chriss opened the floor for additional nomina-
tions, but there were none.  Chriss called for a
voice vote and the result was unanimous for
all three elected positions. Then Chriss turned
the business meeting over to the chapter’s
newly elected chairman, Robin Cross.

Ben Weiss read the minutes of the April meeting. After a
minor correction, a motion to approve the minutes was made
by Chriss and seconded by Mike Rogers; motion passed.

Kirk Chestnut, Kansas City metro EAS chairman, told us
all was quiet on the EAS front.  He remarked that ham
radio operators have been helping to provide communi-
cations in the tornado-ravaged area of Greensburg, KS.

There was no frequency coordination report.

Regarding certification, Chriss Scherer remarked that he

will proctor an exam in June.  Also, the deadline to regis-
ter for the August exams is June 8. Finally, he stated that
the national SBE is creating a new Specialist certification
called the Digital Radio Broadcast Specialist (DRB).  Test-
ing will start in the fall.

Chapter Program Chairman Mike Rogers
stated that the June meeting will feature
John Gray of V-Soft Communications to be
held at the offices of Penton Media. The July
meeting program will be presented by Net-
work Integration Services at its facility in
Olathe.

Both Robin and Chriss gave brief reports
on the NAB2007 convention in Las Vegas,
including highlights of the SBE meetings that
were held. Chriss noted that the EAS meet-
ing and the SBE membership meeting are
available as podcasts.

Finally, Ben presented Chriss Scherer with
a plaque from the chapter recognizing his
many years of service developing and edit-
ing the chapter’s monthly newsletter.

The motion to adjourn was by Chriss and
the second by Kirk Chestnut.

The meeting presentation was organized by Ginger Routh
of Roscor. The presentation provided an overview of sev-
eral technologies that were displayed at NAB2007, and
included video routing, cameras and storage. Lunch was
provided by Roscor.

Meeting Notice
Thursday, June 14, Penton Media
9800 Metcalf; Overland Park, KS; 913-341-1300

Gather at 11:30 a.m., lunch served at 11:45, meeting at noon
RF mapping software. John Gray, director of research and development for V-Soft Communications,

will discuss the methods of evaluating signal coverage and predicting RF interference through the use of RF mapping
software. His discussion will include an overview of the V-Soft Probe 3 software for FM and TV. Gray will also have
examples of the company’s AM and FM allocation tools.

Pizza will be served for lunch courtesy of V-Soft Communications. Upon entering the building, tell the receptionist that
you are attending the SBE meeting. You will sign in and be directed to the fifth floor.
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Chairman’s Chat
Hello and Thanks
By Robin Cross
As you just read in the meeting review from last month,
the chapter held officer elections once again, and I was
elected to be the chairman of SBE59. I’m honored that
the chapter has placed its trust in me to lead. The chapter
also selected Dave Buell to serve as the vice chairman,
and I look forward to working with him over the coming
year. I’m acquainting myself with the responsibilities of
this elected office, and in next month’s column I’ll share
some ideas on goals and objectives for the chapter. Until
then I welcome your input and ideas.

I also want to express thanks to Matt Kinnan and Ken
Cox for their service as chairman and vice chairman of
the chapter over the past two years. I recall that they were
both reluctant to take on the responsibilities when they
were elected, but they have both made worthy contribu-
tions to the chapter. I hope that you’ll extend your own
personal thanks the next time you see them.

At the May meeting I mentioned that I would like to offer
space in the Communicator to any member in the mar-
ket to voice his or her opinion on a relevant topic. Think
of it as your own personal soap box if you like. I know
that there is something about which you have an opin-
ion, so share it with your peers. We’ll start that in the
July issue of the Communicator. Send your ideas to me
or to Chriss Scherer.

Speaking of ideas, Mike Rogers work diligently to arrange
interesting and informative monthly programs for the chap-
ter, and he has several in place for the coming months.
He can always use additional ideas. If there is a topic that
interests you but a program has not been offered to cover
it, let him know. Likewise, as you talk to manufacturers
and dealers for your own station and facility needs, keep
the chapter in mind. Share the information with Mike for a
possible meeting topic.

Kansas City Hosts SBE RF Safety Course
The Society of Broadcast Engineers will present the SBE
RF Safety Course on June 27. The course will be pre-
sented via webcast from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. CDT. The
course is designed for broadcast station personnel such
as chief and assistant chief engineers, transmitter site
engineers, ENG and SNG maintenance personnel and
management that need to have an understanding of RF
safety issues and regulations. Instructing the course will
be noted RF safety expert, Richard Strickland of RF
Safety Solutions.
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Audio Test & Measurement Systems
Kansas & Oklahoma representative:

Ron Fisher & Associates, Inc.
9802 East 37th Place, Tulsa, OK 74146
Tel: (918) 665-8899  Fax: (425) 930-9128
E-mail: rfai@swbell.net

5750 SW Arctic Drive
Beaverton, OR 97005
US Toll Free: 1-800-231-7350
(503) 627-0832  Fax: (503) 641-8906
Web site: www.audioprecision.com

JIM SHAW

SALES ENGINEER

12012 W. 100 TERRACE

LENEXA, KANSAS 66215
PHONE 913-492-2877 • FAX 913-492-2877

www.burstvideo.com
jshaw@everestkc.net

Rick Jennings
Power Systems Manager

2405 Nicholson, Kansas City, MO 64120-1671 • 816-245-5400 • Fax 816-245-5435
www.cometind.com • rjennings@cometind.com

Stand-by, Special Application & Prime Power Systems
Mobile, RV, Marine & Portable Generators
24 Hour Generator Service & Maintenance

Michael Troje
Sales Manager

4212Buckner Blvd. Phone: 214-275-2319
Dallas, TX 75227 Fax: 214-381-3250
mtroje@contelec.com Cell: 651-295-7121
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A limited number of sites are available to host the presen-
tation stream, and Kansas City has reserved one of the
sites. The chapter has arranged to meet at the Kansas
City Emergency Operations Center and use its facilities.

Registration for the course is required. Register through
the SBE national office (317-846-9000). The chapter ex-
pects that we will have at least four attendees, so the indi-
vidual cost should be $75. Individuals must register with
the SBE national office by June 26.

Course details and the registration form are online at
www.sbe.org/documents/RFSafetyCourse.pdf.

This is the first time that the course is being offered, and
Kansas City was fortunate to reserve one of the nine avail-
able host sites.

SBE Posts Podcasts from NAB2007 Meetings
The SBE holds several meetings during the NAB conven-
tion, and even if you attend the convention it’s not always
easy to attend every one. Two of them were recorded this
year and have been posted to the SBE website. The an-
nual membership meeting and the annual EAS meeting
are available.

A link to the audio files is currently on the SBE home page.
When a permanent section link is available, that informa-
tion will be distributed in The Communicator.

FCC Presents DIRS Training
In May, the Federal Communications Commission con-
ducted training on its Disaster Information Reporting Sys-
tem (DIRS) for various communications services. A con-
ference call for broadcasters to learn how the system
works was held on May 23. The system is designed to
help the government respond to disasters by providing
the necessary materials and supplies for communications
needs where they are needed most. The program was
established following the lessons learned after Hurricane
Katrina. The new system will serve as a focal point for
information on the condition of communications infrastruc-
ture in affected areas. DIRS will only be activated for cata-
strophic situations.

John Healy of the FCC led the training. He provided an
overview of the system and its function to coordinate the
planning for and provision of national security and emer-
gency preparedness communications. One function of the
system will be to collect and update information about
communications networks (including broadcast stations)
in affected areas during and after an emergency.
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Northland Electrical Services LLC
Serving Kansas City Tom Presley

and the Surrounding Area 6103 N.W. Klamm
Kansas City, MO  64151

New Generator & ATS Installations
Panel Breakers, ATS & Genset Replacement
After-Hours Scheduling for Broadcast Work

www.NorthlandElectrical.com Tpresley@kc.rr.com

816-510-3437 cell 816-746-6718 office 816-746-3803 fax

[ ]

RAUN L. HAMILTON
Vice President &
General Manager

417-881-4677
800-299-4387

FAX 417-881-8753

www.evsinc.com
e-mail: raunh@evsinc.com

2029 West Woodland
Springfield, MO 65807

ELECTRONIC
VIDEO SYSTEMS

• BROADCAST
• INDUSTRIAL
• CCTV
• AUDIO VISUAL

4100 Main Street
Kansas City, MO 64111

816-931-0250 Vykki Olman
Fax 816-753-2595 vykkio@eskc.com

KENNEDY’S

KENT KENNEDY

ENG/RFP PRODUCTS
“SERVING THE BROADCAST INDUSTRY SINCE 1978”

109 W MIDWAY DRIVE
EULESS, TX  76039

(817) 283-8321
FAX (817) 283-6514

www.kennedyseng.com
kent@kennedyseng.com



The FCC asks all broadcasters to register with the site to
build the database. The online system is currently in its
final beta form, and the final production site should be
unveiled in mid-June. For now, the system can be ac-
cessed at https://selafoss.fcc.gov/nors/disaster/ (the
final slash is needed for the link to function). Once
there, stations can create a profile and provide the
requested information.

If a disaster is declared and the system is activated, an e-
message will be sent to all the active contacts in the DIRS.
That message will contain the URL of the production ver-
sion of DIRS, and it will include a method to retrieve the
password to access the system. Once logged in, stations
will be provided with information about the reporting sched-
ule to provide station status updates to the FCC through
the DIRS. Stations will be asked to provide updates daily.

Once the final DIRS site is activated, the actual link will
be forwarded to the chapter.

ATSC Seeks Proposals for Mobile Spec
The Advanced Television Systems Committee (ATSC)
Technology and Standards Group (TSG) has issued a
request for proposals to identify potential specifications
to be used for its mobile and handheld standard (ATSC-
M/H). The ATSC-M/H standard will enable delivery of TV
content and data to mobile and handheld devices via
broadcast DTV signals. Services based on ATSC-M/H will
not preclude or prevent operation of current ATSC ser-
vices or have any adverse impact on legacy receiving
equipment. ATSC-M/H will support a variety of services
including free (advertiser-supported) television content and
other services delivered in real-time; mobile and handheld
subscription-based TV; non-real-time content download,
to playback later; datacasting; interactive television and
real-time navigation data for in-vehicle use.

The RFP can be accessed at www.atsc.org. Preliminary
responses including an overview of the proposal are due
on June 21, 2007. Detailed descriptions of the proposal
are due on July 6, 2007.

Disaster Recovery Center Opens in Edwards
County KS
A third federal-state Disaster Recovery Center is now avail-
able to help Kansans affected by the severe storms, tor-
nadoes and flooding that occurred in May. The mobile
center operated by the Federal Emergency Management
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Next EAS Required Monthly Test: June 26
The RMT is sent on the last Tuesday of the month

PROFESSIONAL VIDEO SUPPLY INC

Brad Bartholemew
President

(913) 492-1787
9201 Cody FAX (913) 859-0787
Overland Park, KS 66214 E-mail: bradb@pvskc.com

‘RF IS GOOD FOR YOU!’
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Christopher L. Kreger
Vice President & Secretary

22406 NE 159th Street
Kearney, MO 64060
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www.rfspec.com

®

Christine Chinchilla
Broadcast Sales Specialist

40W267 Keslinger Road
P.O. Box 393
LaFox, IL 60147-0393

Toll Free: (800) 882-3872
Phone: (630) 208-2401

Fax: (630) 208-2450
E-Mail: chrisc@rell.com
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David Denton
Senior Vice President - Sales and Marketing

Direct: 813.579.4235
400 N. Ashley Drive Fax: 813.579.4236
Suite 3010 Cell: 813.334.8833
Tampa, FL 33602-4354 Toll Free: 813.827.4349

ddenton@RichlandTowers.com
www.RichlandTowers.com
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Agency (FEMA) is located in Trousdale City Park, at Coo-
per and Main Streets. The facility will be open from 9 a.m.
to 7 p.m. seven days a week until further notice.

The center is staffed by representatives from FEMA,
who can answer questions about registering for disas-
ter assistance and hazard mitigation, and from the U.S.
Small Business Administration (SBA) to help with di-
saster loan applications.

Other Disaster Recovery Centers are open seven days a
week in Greensburg’s Court House Square and in
Haviland at Barclay Community College.

Passing the Baton
By Chriss Scherer
If you look at the contacts list on page 6, you’ll see sev-
eral changes have been made since last month. The
top two are our chapter chairman, Robin Cross, and
vice chairman, Dave Buell. Both have been active with
the chapter for some time, and both have already made
contributions to the chapter. Now they will do so in an
official capacity.

Stepping down from those positions are Matt Kinnan and
Ken Cox. They, too, have made significant contributions
to the chapter, and they must also be recognized and con-
gratulated for what they have done over the past two years.

I hope that you have also noticed the overall change in
the look of the newsletter this month. At the end of 2005,
Chris Castro took over the newsletter duties from me so
that I could focus on my duties with the SBE on the na-
tional level. While I still have a few months left as the
national president, Chris needed to reduce his chapter
workload, and I offered to return to the newsletter duties.

So while some things have changed, some have stayed
the same. Ben Weiss, the chapter’s long-time secretary/
treasurer and unofficial anchor for the chapter, contin-
ues with his duties in his expected reliable fashion, Mike
Rogers keeps lining up monthly programs and meeting
locations for us, Kirk Chestnut still minds the store on
EAS, and Chris Castro is the man to call for frequency
coordination issues.

But there are more people involved in the chapter’s on-
going success. Each of you reading this newsletter has
a part in maintaining the chapter’s health. You can con-
tribute in many ways. Suggest a program idea to Mike
Rogers. Offer to host a meeting. Contribute something
to this newsletter. We’re here to help each other.
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Kurt Caruthers
Director of Sales, Central Region

kcaruthers@sundig.com
913.307.0333
545 E. John Carpenter Frwy, Ste 200
Irving, TX 75062

BROADCAST AUTOMATION SOLUTIONS www.sundancedigital.com

CARL SMITH
SALES AND CUSTOMER SERVICE

605 Kansas Ave. 913-342-0113
Kansas City, KS 66105 800-886-8658
2 Cool Springs Road fax 913-342-0138
O’Fallon, MO 63366 c.smith@wholesalebatteries.net

Harry Benson
Industrial Sales Manager

708-946-9500
www.ued.net



SBE Chapter 59
c/o Radio magazine (Scherer)
9800 Metcalf
Overland Park, KS 66212

SBE59 Officers
Chairman .................................. Robin Cross ................................................................................. KCUR-FM ... 816- 235-2880 ................ crossr@umkc.edu
Vice Chairman .......................... Dave Buell .................................................... University of Central Missouri ... 660-441-7421 ................. dbuell@ucmo.edu
Secretary/Treasurer ................. Ben Weiss, CPBE .................... KMXV-FM/KCKC-FM/KFKF-FM/KBEQ-FM ... 816-753-4000 ............ bweiss@wilkskc.com
Past Chairman .......................... Matt Kinnan, CEV CBNT ............................................ Taketwo Productions ... 816-471-6554 ............ mkinnan@taketwo.tv

SBE59 Committees
Certification .............................. Chriss Scherer, CPBE CBNT ............................................ Radio magazine ... 913-967-7201 ................. cscherer@sbe.org
EAS K.C. Operational Area ....... Kirk Chestnut, CSRE ................................................ Entercom Kansas City ... 913-677-6462 .... kchestnut@entercom.com
Frequency Coordination ......... Chris Castro, CBT ........................................................................ KSHB-TV ... 816-932-4304 ................. castro@kshb.com
Newsletter ................................. Chriss Scherer, CPBE CBNT ............................................ Radio magazine ... 913-967-7201 ................. cscherer@sbe.org
Programs .................................. Michael Rogers ..................................................Rogers Broadcast Service ... 913-486-6122 ........ mrogers@everestkc.net
Website ..................................... Chris Castro, CBT ........................................................................ KSHB-TV ... 816-932-4304 ................. castro@kshb.com

Chapter 59 e-mail: sbe59@yahoo.com                     Chapter 59 list server: sbe-kc@yahoogroups.com
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June 14
RF Mapping Software

John Gray, V-Soft
Penton Media

July 12
Computer Networking

Obie Dixon and Reid Graham
Network Integration Services

August 9
September 13

Do  you have a suggestion for a program topic?
Please share it with Mike Rogers.

Upcoming Chapter Meetings and Events
Newest SBE Chapter 142 Puerto Rico
During a conference call in May, the SBE board of di-
rectors unanimously voted in favor of approving the ap-
plication for the creation of chapter 142 in Puerto Rico.
Of all the SBE chapters that exist, only two others are
based outside the contiguous 48 states: 89 Alaska and
126 Saipan.

Wanted: Your News and Information
The SBE59 newsletter, The Communicator, is published
every month as a service to the members, sponsors and
guests of SBE Chapter 59. Information is always wel-
comed from Kansas City stations. Send the information
to a chapter officer or sbe59@yahoo.com


