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Last Month's Meeting
By Ben Weiss, CPBE
The July meeting of SBE59 was held July 10, 2008, at
the Entercom Broadcast Center, 7000 Squibb Rd., Mis-
sion, KS. There were 16 in attendance. Robin Cross, chap-
ter chairman, was in charge.

After introductions, Ben Weiss read the min-
utes of the June meeting as taken by Ed
Treese. The motion to approve the min-
utes was made by Chriss Scherer and sec-
onded by Chris Castro. Motion passed.
Weiss reported that he had deposited the
annual chapter rebate check and the final
newsletter sponsor payment to the
chapter’s account.

In certification, Chriss Scherer noted the
upcoming exam dates.

Chris Castro, chapter frequency coordinator said that there
will be a big change in the NFL coordination setup for the
2009 season. No longer will the SBE provide the coordi-
nation service, as in the past, but the NFL will contract
directly with the coordinators. Scherer provided additional
details on the SBE/NFL agreement for the future, which
includes the SBE providing frequency coordination train-
ing services for the NFL.

In programs, Kirk Chestnut agreed to take over the Pro-
gram Committee chairmanship until the next election.
However, he needs help to find future program providers.
He would like to know what kind of programs our mem-
bers would like. He also asked if we actually need to have
a structured program every month.

To facilitate the scheduling and planning of meetings,
Cross asked John Gray to create an online system for
the programs committee to access to track and commu-
nicate program ideas. This has been set up and the Pro-
gram Committee members planned to use it.

The motion to adjourn was made by Chestnut and sec-
onded by John Gray.

The program consisted of an online forum presented by
Ed Czarnecki, senior vice president of Spectrarep. He
provided an overview of the technical and operational as-

pects of the new Common Alerting Protocol
(CAP), an IP-based system of emergency
information delivery to be integrated with the
existing EAS. Following Czarnecki’s presen-
tation, Kirk Chestnut, Kansas City EAS
Committee chairman, called Lloyd Collins,
Missouri state EAS chairman, who detailed
how some of the CAP and EAS improve-
ment proposals would apply directly to Mis-
souri radio stations. He also indicated how
the 59 available Spectrarep Alert Manager
receivers would be distributed to Missouri
radio stations.

Chairman’s Chat
Bang for the Buck
By Robin Cross
The elected officers and appointed committee chairmen
of SBE59 try to give you the best bang for the buck. One
of these efforts is in providing informative programs ev-
ery month. As a way to help the Program Committee keep
track of ongoing plans, I asked John Gray of V-Soft to
establish a way to do this online. He did an outstanding
job of setting up a system that will make it much easier
for us to share information and program plans. We are all
busy, and John knew that we needed a way that would
allow everyone to collaborate without being present. I
extend a great big thank you to John for doing this. I can-

Meeting Notice

Thursday, August 14, Don Chilito’s
7017 Johnson Drive; Mission, KS; 913-432-4615

Gather at 11:30 a.m., meeting at noon
Over-the-air DTV Reception. John Gray will share his experiences using an NTIA converter box with

an inexpensive set-top antenna and then discuss the current and post-transition configuration of local DTV stations in
the FCC database. Greg Best will also share his over-the-air DTV experiences and provide a summary of the DTV
converter boxes available. A general discussion of the group’s experiences with various tuners, antennas, and DTV
reception challenges/victories will follow.

Bring your lunch to the banquet room. Save your receipt. A drawing will be held for someone to win a free lunch.
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not tell you how valuable an asset he has been locally. He
has improved our website and procured the Web address
of sbe59.org. John deserves a thank you from each of us
as you are the benefactors.

The Communicator is mailed to more than 125 people,
most of whom are in the Kansas City area. If you are an
SBE member assigned to chapter 59, you are now eli-
gible to win a monthly drawing for a prize. Hidden some-
where in this issue is an SBE member number. If you find
it and it is your number, contact me (my contact info is on
the last page) before the next issue is mailed and you will
win an SBE mouse pad. Each chapter member is eligible
to win once each year.

In January, we’ll re-enter all the member numbers. We
will also add numbers to the list as new members join the
SBE. If you do not want to participate, contact me and
your member number will be excluded.

Look to see if your member number is included in this
issue, and be sure to contact me right away.

FCC Posts Converter Setup Guides
As an aid to consumers, the FCC has posted several pub-
lications to explain the DTV transition and also help ex-
plain how consumers can connect a set-top converter to
their televisions. The connection setup guides provide in-
formation about various possible configurations, includ-
ing the use of a VCR and twin-lead antenna cable.

Access the guides at www.dtv.gov/publications.html.
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New All-alert System for Missouri
The following information was sent to Missouri broadcast
stations from Don Hicks, Missouri Broadcasters Associa-
tion; Lloyd Collins, chief engineer, Good Radio, Moberly;
Chris Swisher, chief engineer, KOMU-TV, Columbia; and
Steve Morse, chief engineer, Zimmer Radio Mid-Missouri,
Jefferson City.

Missouri AMBER Alert is a public-private partnership to
disseminate urgent notifications to the public by all avail-
able means. Missouri AMBER Alert allows local law en-
forcement to issue statewide alerts in certain types of
abduction cases. In the future, Missouri AMBER Alert will
expand to provide public alerts related to other types of
criminal activity, homeland security and health emergen-
cies. Missouri AMBER Alert is free to local law enforce-
ment, and participation is strictly voluntary.

Missouri AMBER Alert uses an array of resources to alert
the public, including radio and television broadcasts, elec-
tronic signs, the state MULES system and the communi-
cation capabilities of private entities that interact with the
general public. The system was designed in cooperation
with the Missouri Police Chiefs Association, the Missouri
Sheriffs Association, the Missouri Broadcasters Asso-
ciation and the Missouri State Highway Patrol. Missouri
AMBER Alert does not replace or compete with local ab-
duction alert plans (AMBER or SARAA).

Missouri AMBER Alert has been designed to complement
and enhance local plans by providing additional methods
of notification and statewide coverage. Missouri AMBER
Alert has also been designed to provide a local alert ca-
pability in areas where one does not exist, although the
development of local plans is preferred.

The new system from Spectrarep  will provide enhanced
security, improved warning system coordination and sim-
plified operational procedures without disrupting existing
EAS facilities or programs.

The heart of Missouri’s next-generation EAS will be the
Alert Manager Alert Server Core and Command Center
interface that will allow authorities to enable EAS mes-
sages along with audio and other multimedia, such as
video, maps, digital photos and documents. The Alert
Manager deployment will connect 56 broadcast locations
to the Missouri State Highway Patrol as the AMBER Alert
origination point. Alert Manager uses the Common Alert-
ing Protocol (CAP) and provides a foundation for
interoperability with other alerting systems, enabling au-
thorities to deliver complete, consistent and coordinated
warning messages to the public.
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The ALERT Missouri system will ship to all non-collocated
LP-1 and LP-2 participating members a 1RU decoder that
will connect via the station’s existing station LAN. Each
will also include an integrated DTV receiver for future ex-
pansion of data transport link redundancy. This unit will
provide a variety of functions for timely notification, and
distribution of multi-media formatted materials. It is an-
ticipated that this will include AMBER alerts, multi-hazard
messaging, and targeted emergency information. Stations
should quickly act on the information provided, as the alert
information can be accessed by authorized computers with
standard internet browsers within each station.

Television stations in Missouri that broadcast 24 hours a
day and provide a newscast to the residents of Missouri
will receive the same receiver with the understanding that
the materials provided by this equipment are to be made
available to other qualified broadcasters in the immediate
area upon request. The files provided are done so on a
non-exclusive basis to each participating station. And by
the way, member number 23464 is the August winner.
Contact Robin Cross to claim your prize.

The Shell Game
By Steve Epstein, CPBE
I have long been a fan of the command line interface (CLI),
or shell. While I wouldn’t say I prefer it over a graphical
user interface (GUI), I find the shell far more useful for
getting real work done on a computer. The primary rea-
son is the ability to specify exact tasks and then automate
them. Unfortunately, DOS/Windows users have been
stuck with a featureless shell since the dawn of DOS. Unix/
Linux systems have had access to a wide variety of shells
for many years, among them are the Bourne shell (sh),
the C shell (csh), the Korn shell (ksh) and the Bourne
Again shell (bash). The bash shell found on most current
Linux systems is by far my favorite.

Unix/Linux and even newer Macs will typically run any of
the shells mentioned above and more. Using an easily
downloaded adapter, you can run any of the Unix shells
on a DOS machine. You can find the adapter software at
Cygwin.org. Click on Cygwin under Projects. Running a
Cygwin on a DOS machine gives you access to pipes,
cron jobs and a host of useful software.

As an example, on my work laptop, I run Cygwin with cron
running in the background. Cron schedules tasks (like Win-
dows) and can run a simple command file to perform a
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task. Every Tuesday morning my laptop gathers the config
files from more than 180 Linux encoders, stores them on
the laptop and zips them with a date stamp. If we ever
need to know how an encoder is configured, it is a simple
task to get the info from that zip file. For my website, my
development machine (Sun Blade running Solaris) goes
out every night and gets a pre-zipped backup of the data-
base via ftp. The script for that is:

#!/usr/bin/bash
x=$(date +20%y-%m-%d)
ftp -v -n “broadcastbuyersguide.com” << cmd
user account password
cd /public_html/db
lcd /space/bbgdb
get $x.sql.bz2
quit
cmd
/etc/init.d/mysql.server stop
cd /usr/local/mysql/var
mkdir wwwbroa_$x;
cp -R wwwbroa_bbg/* wwwbroa_$x
cd wwwbroa_bbg
rm *
/etc/init.d/mysql.server start
bunzip2 /space/bbgdb/$x.sql.bz2
/usr/local/mysql/bin/mysql -D wwwbroa_bbg -u

user –ppassword < /space/bbgdb/$x.sql

Basically, the first line tells the system which shell to use.
Line two puts today’s date into $x in the format (2008-07-
31). The next line runs a set of FTP commands from cmd
to cmd. Then we stop the local mysql server so files can
be moved to a backup directory (wwwbroa_2008-07-31).
The new file is unzipped and then mysql checks and re-
installs the file into the existing wwwbroa_bbg database.
This sequence takes place nightly and takes approximately
an hour as the database involved is over 1.5GB.

That task is but one of over a hundred that are done daily
on the various servers I work on and maintain. If you have
to work on computers, especially if you find yourself do-
ing the same tasks over and over, I strongly encourage
you to learn scripting. To make it even easier, Microsoft
has come out with a new shell for Windows machines.
The new shell is standard on Vista and backward com-
patible with XP. There is an excellent tutorial as well as
the download here:

http://blogs.technet.com/chitpro-de/archive/2008/02/28/
f r e e - w i n d o w s - p o w e r s h e l l - w o r k b o o k - s e r v e r -
administration.aspx or search “Free Windows Powershell
workbook.”
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August 14
Over-the-air DTV Reception

Don Chilito’s restaurant

September 11
Facility Tour

National Weather Service
Pleasant Hill, MO

September 20
Annual Picnic

Treese’s Lake House
Lake Lotawana, MO

Do  you have a suggestion for a program topic?
Please share it with Kirk Chestnut.

Upcoming Chapter Meetings and Events

SBE

Oklahoma City Hosts Ennes Workshop, Trade Show
SBE85 of Central and Western Oklahoma will host an
Ennes Workshop on Aug. 27 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. In
conjunction with the Workshop, the chapter will also hold
an equipment expo. The event will take place at the Holi-
day Inn and Suites Oklahoma City North.

The cost to attend the Workshop is $35 for SBE mem-
bers and $45 for non-members. Register through the SBE
national office. Program details and a registration form
are available on the SBE website. The registration fee
includes the workshop, the exhibit, lunch and breaks.
Lunch will be in the exhibitor’s area following an exclusive
exhibit-only time.


